A growing network
of physicians.
POLK COUNTY
Community Partnerships for Protecting Children

How You Can Help…
 Make a referral – when you hear about a family experiencing difficulties that
threaten child safety or family stability, tell them about CPPC and offer to
help set up a Family Team Meeting.
 Serve as a mentor or resource for a family needing an advocate.
 Participate in a monthly shared decision-making team.
 Offer support – babysitting, a meal, or a listening ear – when a family
member or friend “hits a rough patch.”
 Be a cheerleader – promote the ideas of CPPC as you talk to friends, coworkers, or organizations to which you belong.
 Ask CPPC for help.
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Make it yours.
June 2012

What is CPPC?...
Community Partnerships for Protecting Children (CPPC) is a community-based
approach to child protection. Partnerships work to prevent child abuse,
neglect, and re-abuse, safely decrease the number of out-of-home
placements, and promote timely reunification when children are placed in
foster care. Community members, professionals, and families work together
to develop and implement local programs, services, supports, and policies that
positively impact families and protect children from abuse. The long term
focus of CPPC is to protect children by changing the culture in our community
to improve child welfare processes, practices, and policies.

When We Meet… Our Strategies…
CPPC meetings are held on the 3rd
Tuesday of every month from
4:00pm – 5:30pm.
For more information:
POLK COUNTY CPPC
2309 Euclid Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50310
(515) 725-2780

www.polkdecat.com

FAMILY: Engage families and

youth to identify strengths,
resources, and supports to help
families succeed.
COMMUNITY: Promote

cooperation and alliances to
provide more accessible and
relevant supports and resources
for families whose children are at
risk for abuse and neglect.
SHARED DECISION-MAKING:

POLK COUNTY

Provide leadership for
collaborative efforts that promote
community responsibility for the
safety of children.
POLICY & PRACTICE CHANGE:

Improve policies and practices to
reduce barriers and increase
accessibility of services that lead
to positive family outcomes.

What We Believe…










Parents and youth need to be full partners in shaping supports
and services for themselves and their communities.
Children should be with their own families, whenever possible.
Families are stronger when all members, including caregivers,
are safe from abuse.
There is no substitute for strong families to ensure that children
and youth grow up to be capable adults.
Families need supportive communities to help them be strong
and offer a sense of belonging.
Children can best be kept safe when families, friends, residents,
and organizations work together as partners.
Services and supports need to be closely linked to the
communities in which families live.
Government alone, through the Department of Human Services
(DHS) agency, cannot keep children safe from abuse and neglect.
Efforts to reduce abuse and neglect must be closely linked to
broader community initiatives and priorities.

