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By Linda Colby 

JCO IV Supervisor 

Juvenile Court Services Annual Meeting 

was held Friday, June 10, at the Greater Des 

Moines Botanical Garden.   

The morning featured training on Implicit 

Bias with two excellent speakers, both Pro-

fessors at Iowa State University, Dr. Katy 

Swalwell and Dr. Daniel Spikes.  

Implicit Bias refers to the attitudes or 

stereotypes that affect our understanding, 

actions, and decisions in an unconscious 

manner. These biases, which encompass both 

favorable and unfavorable assessments, are 

activated involuntarily and without an indi-

vidual's awareness or intentional control.   

The implicit associations we harbor in 

our subconscious cause us to have feelings 

and attitudes about other people based on 

characteristics such as race, ethnicity, age 

and appearance. These associations develop 

over the course of a lifetime beginning at a 

very early age through exposure to direct and 

indirect messages. In addition to early life 

experiences, the media and news program-

ming are often-cited origins of implicit asso-

ciation.  

The afternoon was filled with game show 

themed team building and education. The 

first game was Family Feud, featuring John 

Hawkins as host.  The teams represented 

various units and the questions came from a 

survey sent around the state to other 

JCOs.  The winners of the first game 
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Fifth Bits 

Actually, Congress 

voted and approved 

our independence 

from Great Britain 

on July 2, 1776. 

However, Thomas 

Jefferson wrote the 

Declaration of Inde-

pendence, giving 

formal notification 

to Great Britain, on 

July 4, 1776. He 

wrote the date at the 

top of the declara-

tion and it is on that 

date that we observe 

our Independence 

Day.   
 

(Provided by Bill Aspengren) 

Melissa Martinez Huss  

and Danielle Masten  



Name? Douglas “Doug” Thoma  

Title?  JCO III 

Education background? BS – Morning-

side College – double 

major in Criminal Jus-

tice and Psychology 

MS – Indiana State 

University - Criminolo-

gy 

How long have you 

been in your position? 

Hired in February 1986.  

Initially assigned to 

Jasper/Marion Counties.  

Currently, assigned to 

Jasper County. 

What does your job 

entail? JCOs are r e-

sponsible for matters 

pertaining to children 

under the purview of the Iowa Juvenile 

Code.  As a JCO outside of the metro 

area, I am responsible for intakes on new 

referrals and subsequent field supervision 

of cases. I prepare social investigations 

and provide recommendations to the 

court regarding temporary custody and 

detention of juveniles.  I am also respon-

sible for the implementation of court 

orders/dispositions, including the coordi-

nation of services provided by various 

agencies on behalf of our clients. 

While some aspects of the profession 

have changed significantly over the years 

(the implementation of Motivation Inter-

viewing techniques, best practices, EP-

ICS and technology), the goal has always 

remained the same – to provide the best 

service to the youth and families that we 

are charged to work with while at the 

same time protecting our communities.  

What do you consider some of your 

successes over the years? 

As I have had the pleasure 

of working and living in 

the same community for 

many years, it is satisfying 

when a former client stops 

to tell me “how they are 

doing.” Often, the former 

client wants me to know 

that they are doing well – 

staying out of trouble, 

working, etc – but some-

times it is to let me know 

that they are still struggling 

and ask for guidance. I 

consider this a success as it 

speaks to the relationships 

that developed between me 

and the client when they were on proba-

tion. 

Why do you consider the work of Juve-

nile Court Services important? The 

work of Juvenile Court Services is im-

portant as JCOs generally come into con-

tact with young people and their families 

at a time of crisis. The youth may be 

struggling with a number of issues - de-

linquent acting out behaviors in the com-

munity, substance abuse, school failure, 

family dysfunction, and mental health - 

and are often at a turning point.   I be-

lieve JCOs can be a critical person in a 

youth’s life that can help facilitate the 

change in attitudes and circumstances so 

that they can have a more optimistic vi-

sion for their future. 

Name? Lori Ann Rinehart  

Title? JCO II  

Education back-

ground? Bachelor's 

degree in Social Work 

and Journalism from 

ISU  

How long have you 

been in your position 

with JCS? It has been a 

year and a few months.  

What does your job entail? Assigned to 

young people involved in JCS.  

What do you consider some of your success-

es? When the lightbulb goes off for a 

kid.  After all of the talks with the JCO and 

with the judge and suddenly the lightbulb goes 

off and they have insight and for Lori another 

big "success is girl's court being established."  

What is something you would like to share 

that most people might not know about 

you? "I'm into woo-woo stuff." Such as energy 

healing, pendulums, and stones.  Also, she 

started her career at  the Boys State Training 

School.  

Why do you consider the work of Juvenile 

Court Services important? The young peo-

ple/the kids are traumatized and they need 

healing, not always punishment.    

Anything else you would like to add?  

A quote Lori said stuck with her..."My job is to 

help my clients be successful in the communi-

ty." 

She also said this about JCS, "I believe it’s 

good work and also really hard work and we 

need to support each other...a lot."  

 

Fifth judicial district Employee Features 

Retired JCOs 
A group of retired JCOs from around the 

state have been meeting for lunches for the 

last couple of years. The lunches were 

started by Bruce Buttel, Rob Thorson and 

Theresa Hindley as a way to socialize after 

retirement. They have been going on for 

three years.  This last luncheon was held 

at the West Glen Wellman's. Those pic-

tured are (from left to right) Jimmy Dun-

can, D5; Bruce Buttel, D8; Roxanne 

Winch, Ezra Silas, D5; Candace Tollak-

son, D2;Roger Hanson, D5; Lee Williams, 

D5; and Ray Hutchinson, D5. 



were:  Jeff Corkrean, Danielle Mas-

ten, Emily Petheram and Bill As-

pengren.   

The second game was Jeopardy, 

featuring work related questions such 

as "Acronyms, and  ICIS."  This game 

was won by the rural unit consisting 

of Patsy Probasco, Dan McGhee, and 

Kristi Dodson.   

The last game was a knock off of 

the Newlyweds, How Well Do You 

Know Your Partner.  This game was 

won by Zoe Beminio and Aaron Cor-

coran.  Kale Braby and Elly Nuñez 

were voted most entertaining!   

(Continued from page 1) 

Annual Meeting 

 Birthdays 
Bill Aspengren   July 31 

Chad Jensen    July 31 

Melissa Huss   Aug. 5 

Sheryl Werts   Aug. 15 

Deanna Ohnemus  Sept. 8 

Peggi Whiton   Sept. 8 

Allison Watson   Sept. 9 

Whitney Buchanan  Sept. 17 

Lawanda Sanders  Sept. 18 

Jane Elben    Sept. 27 

Sean Marvin   Sept. 23 

Nicky Davis   Sept. 28 

Blake Lauffer   Sept. 30 

Family Feud Winners:  Jeff 

Corkrean, Danielle Masten,  

Emily Petheram, Bill Aspengren.   

Chad Jensen, Christy Burkhart and Kelly 

Cox.  John Hawkins as Host. 

Family 
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Iowa Model Work Group 
By Eric Kool 

Assistant Chief Juvenile  

Court Officer 

Ensuring community safety 

through setting, monitoring and 

enforcing rules for juvenile 

offenders is one of the most 

important goals of Fifth Judicial 

District Juvenile Court Officers. 

The public often thinks about 

this as our primary responsibil-

ity.  

Monitoring youth who have 

committed delinquent acts is 

important, as is removal from 

the community in some cases.   

Community safety is also, 

however, a long-term issue that 

is not generally achieved with 

supervision and rules alone. For 

example, juveniles who are 

supervised closely and with 

strict conditions, even those 

who face serious consequences, 

may well continue to maintain 

the same anti-social thinking or 

personality, or lack of positive 

influences, that contributed to 

them getting into trouble, and 

resume those behaviors when 

their cases close.   

In order to have long-term 

impact on community safety, 

Juvenile Court Officers have 

been training for years in the use 

of validated instruments to as-

sess and triage juveniles based 

on category of delinquency risk 

in order to focus on the highest 

risk youth.  

They have also learned to 

identify and address the specific 

influences, skill deficits, think-

ing patterns and motivations that 

contribute to the illegal activi-

ties of moderate and high risk 

youth. The goal of helping juve-

nile offenders make long-term 

positive changes.   

Various practices and mod-

els from some of the top crimi-

nal justice research institutions 

and intervention agencies in the 

country have been adopted for 

this purpose. While they are all 

based in the same well-

established research about risk 

reduction, the language and 

steps of the various models have 

(Continued on page 4) 

RFP contracts assist with tracking, monitoring, CBI 
By Danielle Masten 

Central Intake Officer 

This year Juvenile Court 

Services in Polk County under-

went their RFP contracts for 

tracking and monitoring services 

as well as Community- Based 

Interventions (CBI).  

The CBI team consisted of 

Christy Burkhart, Kim Carson, 

Jeff Corkrean, Kelly Cox, Dan-

ielle Masten, Jake Schulz and 

Maria Valdez. The Tracking and 

Monitoring team consisted of 

Aaron Corcoran, Allison Wat-

son, Ashley Artzer, Eddye 

Vanderwaak, Jack Gibbons, Lori 

Rinehart, Michael Jennings, 

Shannon LeFevour and Kelley 

Cox, accountant auditor.  

The awarded agencies were 

Woodward Community- Based 

Services for the Intake Unit and 

Children and Families of Iowa 

for the Field Unit.   

The process of awarding an 

agency with one of these con-

tracts is quite extensive. It con-

sists of reviewing previous con-

tracts, looking at system change 

as well as the direction Juvenile 

Court is heading in terms of 

practice.  

Within this process collabo-

rating as a team to draft the most 

appropriate and beneficial ser-

vice plan to potential bidders 

was essential. Once agencies had 

their bids in and programs out-

lined, the team united again to 

review each and every one of 

them in great detail. The goal 

was to collectively come up with 

the best possible services and 

plans for the youth that we 

serve.  

This year’s contract took a 

new approach in contrast to 

previous contracts.  

The CBI contract on behalf 

of the Intake Unit took a new 

approach. This year it was divid-

ed into three level systems based 

on identified risk levels complet-

(Continued on page 4) 



Elly Nuñez helps coach  
Antonio Mireles to success 
By Danielle Masten 

By day Elly Nuñez is a Fifth District Juvenile 

Court Officer (JCO) in Polk County. Outside of 

working hours, Elly spends just as much time with 

other youth in the community being a coach and a 

mentor.  

He is a coach for the Des Moines Police De-

partment Boxing Club. Elly is currently working 

with a young man, who is very well known in the 

community, Antonio Mireles. Antonio has proven 

over the last few years that he has quiet the future 

in the boxing world. Elly and his fellow boxing 

coaches have helped to train Antonio for some of 

his biggest fights thus far.  

Antonio has competed in several tournaments 

and boxing shows, including the Iowa Golden 

Gloves and National Golden Gloves. Antonio has 

won the Iowa Golden Gloves three years in a row 

now - one in the novice division and two in the 

open division.   

Antonio took 6th place in the National Golden 

Gloves in Las Vegas. Thus far, Antonio has only 

lost one fight which was during the National Gold-

en Gloves in Las Vegas leading him to take 6th 

place nationally. It should be recognized that many 

of these fights are single elimination, which means 

that often Antonio is fighting more than once in a 

tournament to win. He accomplished all of this 

prior to the age of 18!  

Outside of the ring, Antonio is an exceptional 

young man. He recently graduated from Scavo 

High School, leaving his future wide open for suc-

cess. His personality and character have been de-

scribed as nothing short of the best.  

Central Intake Officer, Bill Aspengren, de-

scribed him as, “humble, charitable, and an all-

around exceptional person.”   

Along with his family, Elly Nuñez and the 

boxing coaching team have played a huge role in 

Antonio’s life.  It is great to have such a positive 

and inspirational member of our JCS team in our 

community impacting lives, such as Antonio’s.   

Antonio Mireles is a name that we will contin-

ue to hear with great accomplishments attached!  

 

 2012 - Iowa Silver Gloves, 

Cedar Rapids  

 2014 - Iowa Golden 

Gloves, Des Moines - 

Novice Division 

 2014 - Ringside World 

Championships, Independ-

ence, Mo. 

 2015 - Iowa Golden 

Gloves, Des Moines – 

Open Division. He trav-

eled to Las Vegas, Nev., as 

a member of the 2015 

Iowa Golden Gloves Na-

tional Team where he 

placed 6th in the nation 

and suffered his only loss.  

 2016 - Sugar Bert National 

Championship Qualifier, 

Branson, Mo. Antonio will 

travel to Florida in No-

vember to compete in the 

Sugar Bert Nationals. 

 2016 - Iowa Golden 

Gloves, West Des Moines  

Mireles’  
competitions 

not always matched and this has 

resulted in some inconsistency in 

implementation. 

To that end, the Iowa Model 

Work Group, a statewide com-

mittee consisting of Juvenile 

Court Officers from each of the 

judicial districts and a representa-

tive from the Iowa Juvenile Court 

Services Association, convened 

in 2015 with the goal of consoli-

dating the various models into a 

single model of delinquency 

intervention in Iowa.  

The vision of the group in-

cludes developing training and 

reference materials that clearly 

guide Juvenile Court Officers in 

reducing the delinquency risks of 

juvenile offenders, to help 

achieve lasting changes that are 

good for them, and good for the 

community.   

Further, at the direction of 

the Chief Juvenile Court Offic-

ers, the Iowa Model Work Group 

is also making recommendations 

for statewide policy regarding 

these practices, so as to formalize 

steps and increase consistency 

with the assessment and risk 

reduction activities, including 

reassessment of risk and needs 

(known as the "long form") be-

fore and after services and place-

ments in order to measure pro-

gress. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Iowa Model Work 

ed by Juvenile Court Officers 

and Central Intake Officers at 

the initial intake.  

Level one is typically con-

sidered the lowest level of in-

tervention. It is primarily for 

our low risk youth who need a 

quick and targeted intervention.  

Level two is typically con-

sidered for our moderate risk 

youth. Level two would consist 

of having targeted interventions 

based on their identified risk 

factors as well as an increase in 

supervision.  

Level three is typically 

considered for our high risk 

youth. Level three would also 

consist of targeted interventions 

based on their identified risk 

factors as well as having the 

highest level of supervision.  

As a team we did keep in 

mind the potential for youth to 

have services in a different 

level than what their risk level 

indicates. This is based on 

many factors. The goal is to 

utilize Risk Need Responsivity 

(RNR) principles when becom-

ing involved with any youth 

referred to Juvenile Court Ser-

vices to effectively reduce re-

cidivism. 

(Continued from page 3) 

RFP contracts 
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Upcoming Events 

July 26: EPICS 5 Webex 

Training from 10 a.m. to noon.   

July 28-29: J-SORRAT II 

Trianing, Polk County River 

Place  

August 4: 

High Trestle 

Trail Bike 

Ride, Madrid 

Trail Head at 

6 p.m.  

August 5: EPICS 4 Webex 

Training from 9 to 11 a.m, 

August 30: EPICS 4 Webex 

Training from 10 a.m. to noon.   

September 22: RPI Training, 

Polk County River Place  

September 22-23: Clerks and 

Admistrators Conference, Prai-

rie Meadows, Altoona  

September 27: RPI Training, 

Polk County River Place 

 

Work Anniversary 

2016 -  Congratulations to Fifth 

Judicial District employee who 

is celebrating a milestone: Eric 

Kool – 20 years (8/5/1996). 

The Travel Seekers 
By Dorine Lawrence 

Hittin’ the road, wheels up, bon voyage. 

Summer is in full swing and JCS is going 

places.     

Melinda Allen and her husband will be 

biking around Kansas City and then on to the 

Ozarks. 

John Thinnes and his family will visit 

Mexico this August. John is currently involved 

in summer activities with his daughters.      

Craig Carlson’s family is traveling to the 

Ozarks for his mother-in-law’s and father-in-

law’s 80th birthday parties.  Included in the trip 

are relaxing, reading, and golf. 

Tammy Brown and her family are visiting 

Mount Rushmore and the Black Hills. Along 

the way stops are planned for the Badlands 

and the famous Wall Drug. 

Jody Emerson and her husband are taking 

a few short trips to Clear Lake. Earlier this 

summer, she was in Las Vegas with family 

and took in several shows – Jersey Boys, Brit-

ney Spears,and Cirque du Soliel. 

Bill Aspengren and a few from the Polk 

County Detention Center are traveling by mo-

torcycles to the Little Sturgis Bike Rally in 

Kentucky and plan to visit Churchill Downs 

and Louisville Slugger Bat manufacturer. 

Nicky Davis and her family vacationed in 

June and visited the Hoover Dam, the Grand 

Canyon and the big water park at Mandalay 

Bay, Las Vegas. 

Lori Rinehart attended her son’s college 

graduation at Evergreen State University in 

Olympia, Wash. 

Staycation or vacation – have a great ad-

venture! 

Mount Rushmore 

Grand Canyon 

Baby announcements 

There is a new addition to the JCS fami-

ly...Jeff and Laura 

Corkrean are the 

proud parents of 

the newest member 

of their family 

Annabelle Rose 

was born May 24 

weighing in at 10 

lbs 2 ounces and 

22.5 inches long as 

well as big brother 

James. All are do-

ing well. Congratulations to the family!!! 

Congratulations to Kim and Blake Lauf-

fer on the birth of their son Easton 

Kayde.  He 

was born 

at 1:06 a.m. 

on June 28. 

Easton is 

pictured 

surrounded 

by his sib-

lings, Hai-

ley, Ben 

and Gabe.  

Ozarks 
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