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The Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) and Juvenile Court Services (JCS) have adopted the use of a behavioral assessment tool called The Treatment Outcome Package (TOP).  TOP is designed to assist all of us understand and improve child outcomes by measuring their social and emotional well-being over time, helping DHS, JCS, and provider staff determine which services and interventions best meet a child’s specific needs.  The TOP assessment complements the information that DHS, JCS, and providers already collect, enhancing both understanding and collaborative decision making on cases.
Because TOP is a multi-user assessment, a more comprehensive picture is developed of how children are doing.  The TOP assessment is completed by the child themselves, when age appropriate, and by other people with a significant and recent relationship with the child.  In the coming months, DHS and JCS staff will begin requesting parents/legal guardians, foster parents, placement case workers, therapists, and others to complete a TOP assessment either during a visit or by sending an email link.  If the request is by email, it will be addressed from either “Iowa Department of Human Services” or “Iowa Juvenile Court Services”, directing you to click a link that will take you directly to the assessment questions.

· Please complete the TOP assessment within no more than seven days of receiving the email - it should not take more than 7-10 minutes.
· The TOP assessment asks you to think about the last two weeks when answering questions, but you may consider information within the last 30 days. 
· If you don’t know the answer to a question, leave it blank.
· Once you have finished answering the questions, click submit and your responses will be sent directly into the system. 

· The results of the TOP assessment are generally shared in Family Team Decision Making (FTDM) meetings, Youth Transition Decision Making (YTDM) meetings, Service Planning Conferences (SPC), and other staffings.
Many thanks in advance for your willingness to participate in the implementation of the TOP assessment in Iowa!
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