Request for Applications (July 2025-December 2026): 
Prevention Grant

As a part of the Polk County Opioid Settlement Funds FY2024-26 Strategic Plan, up to $500,000 in grant funding will be awarded to up to five organizations that will invest in prevention programming to prevent substance misuse, including opioid misuse, among youth in Polk County. The utilization of these funds was guided through coalitions of community stakeholders dedicated to the prevention of substance misuse and improving community systems for people with lived experience.
Organizations may apply for up to $100,000 for start-up costs or the expansion of existing programming to be utilized within an 18-month period beginning July 1, 2025 (July 1, 2025 to December 31, 2026). A maximum of 40% of these funds may be utilized for salary-related expenses. New programs must begin implementation by December 1, 2025.

Intended Recipients
Intended recipients are organizations in Polk County that serve youth and/or families that are interested in improving the quality and effectiveness of their programming, including enhancing programming by using practices informed by research, and can benefit from technical assistance to align with best practices in prevention.

Project Requirements
· Prevention projects must fall under a Core Strategy or Approved Use of the National Opioid Settlements.  
· Protective factors are characteristics of conditions that can help reduce the effects of stress, trauma, or risk. They can be personal attributes, skills or supportive relationships. For this application, enhancing one or both of the following protective factors must be a focus of the program:
· Consistent Caring Adult: adults’ ability to nurture positive youth development by enacting three key types of support: caring, consistent, and responsive relationships
· Social Connectedness: having strong bonds with family and friends.
· Primary populations for the program must include:
· 4th-8th grade students (9-14 years old), and/or
· Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 18 years old and under
· Populations may be more specific than the age ranges indicated (for example, just 6th and 7th grade students) 

Technical Assistance Requirement
As a steward of opioid settlement funds, Polk County Behavioral Health and Disability Services looks to support organizations’ efforts in utilizing evidence-informed practices for prevention programming to ensure positive outcomes for participants, as well as increase accessibility to additional funding streams. As a requirement of receiving funding, programs will work with the Prevention Science Collaborative on an agreed upon schedule throughout the grant period to integrate research and data into decision-making about programs and combine data, practice, and the perspectives of people directly affected by programs to align with best practices for prevention programming. Grantees will work with the Prevention Science Collaborative one-on-one at least monthly to set and work towards grantee-stated goals specific to their organization and programming. Planning for sustainability, meaningful data collection, and other requested topics will be addressed in additional meetings in group settings of multiple grantees. The Public Science Collaborative can also serve as a resource for organizational planning and growth. This work should culminate in 1) the program aligning with evidence-informed practices 2) the completion of, or significant progress towards, goals set at the beginning of the grant period and 3) a strong sustainability plan for the program.

Reporting Requirements
Reports will include the following information:
· First Quarterly Report: Due Oct. 1, 2025
· Receipts and records of funds spent since funds were received
· A brief summary of initial activities
· A check-in meeting with Polk County Behavioral Health and Disability Services in October will be required to discuss progress
· Ongoing Quarterly Reports (the Polk County fiscal year runs July 1-June 30) due on the 15th, or the Friday preceding the 15th if the 15th falls on a weekend, of the second month after the quarter has ended
· Receipts and records of funds spent and activities during the quarter
· Progress of goals and outcomes during the reporting period 
· Last Report (in place of Quarterly Report): Due Feb. 15, 2027 for all expenditures and activities
· Receipts and records of funds spent and activities
· Progress since the last report, outcomes, and a sustainability plan
· Additional reporting requirements will be specified in grant agreements, depending on the nature of the project, including, if applicable, record of:
· Number of people reached with each activity
· ZIP codes of the location of funded activities
· Number of hours spent on the project by contracted employees
· Reporting requirements are subject to change as new guidelines from the National Opioid Settlements and the Attorney General of Iowa are released.
· Grantees are responsible to reimburse funds if Polk County deems expenditures not allowable under the Letter they specified in their application of Exhibit 1-E of the National Opioid Settlement agreements.

Application Process and Timeline
· Applications open March 14, 2025 and will be available on the Polk County Behavioral Health & Disability Services “Opioid Settlement Funds” webpage.
· Applications must be submitted by 12:00 pm on April 25, 2025 to be considered.
· Send application materials to opioidsettlement@polkcountyiowa.gov with “Prevention Grant application” in the subject line. All documents must be .PDFs.
· Failure to meet any of the guidelines listed in this application or leaving any questions of the application unanswered are grounds for disqualification.
· Applicants will be notified by May 9, 2025 if their application will be sent to the Board of Supervisors for approval as a resolution. Organizations must sign final agreements by May 16, 2025. 
· Agreements will tentatively be on the June 3, 2025 Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda for final approval. Tentative grantees are expected to attend.
· The requested amount of funds will be allocated in July of 2025.
· Written questions regarding the application contents and process may be submitted to opioidsettlement@polkcountyiowa.gov. Please allow two business days for a response.
· Free live and self-paced professional development opportunities on grant writing are available at https://learning.candid.org/.











Prevention Grant Application (FY2026-27)

Applicant organization(s):
Project name:

Legal organization name:
Common name – doing business as:
Tax ID:
Legal status: for profit __ non-profit __ public __ other (please specify) __
Address:
Phone:
Website URL:
Primary contact name:
Contact title:
Contact email:
Contact phone:

Protective factor addressed (may check both if applicable):
(     ) Consistent Caring Adult
(     ) Social Connectedness

Primary population engaged (may check both if applicable):
(     ) 4th-8th grade students (9-14 years old)
(     ) Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 18 years old and under

Type of project:
(     ) New program
(     ) Expansion of existing program

Please identify the main strategy your project falls under from the National Opioid Settlements (for example, Schedule A, Letter G, Number 2).

In 100 words or less, please provide an overview of the planned or expanded program.

In 400 words or less, please describe each of the following program components: 
· Program delivery
· How the primary population is engaged 
· Number of participants served
· Description of the utilization of funds
If a new program is a model you are replicating, please include a webpage to learn more about the program. For the expansion of an existing program, please provide both information on how the program is currently implemented and how it will change as a result of funding, including a description of the extended reach that will be accomplished with these funds (for example, the program currently serves 100 children, and with these funds the program will serve an additional 300 children each year; current programming is designed for 9-12th grade students, and funds will allow the purchase a version of the curricula for 4th-8th graders).

In 300 words or less, please describe program goals and projected outcomes, including the anticipated growth of the primary population in the protective factor identified and how you will measure that growth (for example, youth in the program will identify the program as a trusted source to receive information and engage with peers as indicated by an increase in number of visits to the program space and twice-yearly satisfaction surveys).

As a requirement of receiving funds, grantees must agree to engage in technical assistance with the Prevention Science Collaborative in efforts to develop an evidence-informed program. If awarded this grant, what would you like to work on with the Public Science Collaborative? This question does not affect the scoring of this application but must be answered.

Identify the primary staff member who will work with the Prevention Science Collaborative and include their title and qualifications.

Please attach a line-item budget for the requested funds using the Prevention Grant Budget Form as “[ORGANIZATION NAME] budget” to your application email. All line-items must clearly tie back to the application narrative; add notes to the budget as needed.

In 300 words or less, please explain your sustainability plan for your project after the grant period ends. If staff are being hired as a result of this funding, please include how you will retain them.

Describe any family or business connections the applicant(s) have to the members of the Board of Supervisors, to their immediate families, or to any County employees as specified in Iowa Code 331.342.

By submitting this application on behalf of your organization, you attest:
· I understand that all funding awards are tentative until they pass as a resolution through the Polk County Board of Supervisors for allocation. 
· I understand that if I am awarded opioid settlement funds, in accordance with the reporting requirements of the National Opioid Abatement Trust and the Attorney General of Iowa, all information specific to our project in this application and in future reports may be made available to the public. 
· I understand reporting requirements may change due to new settlements and oversight.
· I acknowledge the above information is accurate to the best of my knowledge, and my organization is prepared to proceed with implementation of the project upon grant approval.
Signature of authorized 
representative:


Title:
Date:
